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Harmony is not difficult. We will rejoice
living in one world when we learn to see
our similarities instead of differences.

Our isolation in our own worlds is a
construct of our cultures, not a part of who
we are. It is not harmony that is difficult,
but understanding the true nature of that
which divides us.

This is a recognition of a linguistic
obstacle that separated us as Sinhala and

Tamil people.

-Pathum Egodawatta
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Introduction

The ethnic conflicts in Sri
Lanka surfaced in a new form as
a language problem in 1950’s and
eventually it led to a series of
unfortunate events which included
much political turmoil and a 30
year long war. It is evident
that the damage has already been
done and in the light of peace
in Sri Lanka, the ethnic tension
continues to grow.

This project is not about
solving the political problems
in the country, but to explore
the different graphical aspects
of cultural boundaries between
ethnicities in Sri Lanka and

an attempt to dissolve these
boundaries in a selected context.

The main boundary between cultures
is the language and it happens
that both sinhala and tamil
languages come from the same
branch of indic languages. The two
ethnicities share many similar
pronunciation of words as well.

A deeper look into the visual
properties of the two alphabets,
and their development prompts

that there is a possibility of
building a one set of letters
to be used for both languages
essentially blurring out the
language barrier on a different
level.

Both the Sinhala and Tamil
alphabets and writing systems
were simplified and changed to
accommodate the idea of hybrid
letters. Basically this is a
new writing system based on
sinhala and tamil that could
be easily learnt by the both
ethnicities.






Developent of the glyphs

Guidelines and limitations
followed in developing the
letters.

1. Writing systems should be
simplified. Follow a standard
whenever possible and unify the
system. Create a balance between
unification, simplification

and preservation of original
qualities.

2. Characters should be easy to
recognize and this should be
evaluated along with the following
different aspects.

i. The readability

ii. Preserving the original visual
aesthetic qualities of the
both languages.

iii. Characters that work together
visually as one typeface.

iv. Always test for readbilty and
legibility ( with different
demographic segments

3. Consider the project as one
community seeking for a better
writing system. Sinhala and
Tamil are some languages they
know, they will learn, teach
and use the new language.

4. Malayalam and Kannada
alphabets were referenced for
the development of the glyphs,
as these two languages has
strong historical ties with
Sinhala and Tamil languages.
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Typeface Grid

Due to the hybrid nature of the
typeface, the baseline, ascender
height and the descender height
had to developed into two
different heights,bench marked
from ‘Font Master Malithi’ font
family and ‘Kohinoor Tamil’

font family.




User Testing

Other-Letter is designed to be
used as a title typeface and
regardless of the hybrid nature,
the typeface could be manipulated
into different forms.
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Sizes and useages

Other-Letter is designed to be
used as a title typeface and
regardless of the hybrid nature,
the typeface could be manipulated
into different forms.

Presented here are set of
imagined useages of the typeface.
From signage to the one of the
most popular cereals in Sri
Lanka, Thriposha pakaging, is
redone using the Other-Letter to
show how can this typeface could
be used.

SH S @V




52

53



3
v
&

S
&
L
x
W
Q

55

54



56

gfmau 2

% -‘ T, T f_r
“Ia% NOTREOW BALLT
‘,'.'_‘.’- Fﬁ@um'&'.{)

AIRAN. mﬂlw [ g’ﬂ

.a.mrn&lﬂ“:

0801860 @B8ews’ Bazler B8 S» Bed-
BB DO wieg amd D ol YIS I
Bosten yed »od S »08 a8 oSwviesw
BE»0 Bwdsied I» Acs C» 888 wmd a8
MBI B »U-8ediB ged 518 EDmws
C» e @18 © BmTen I HO8 ¥ -

TEmw@en 8 I »08 HBum g® co®@s

00xled OCPHOS DD Qo@ OF e»ed®8 ®
O B B 98leld widBlew @& wuigeInl
g@momesd

09w B> "8 ovw8edd Bue @cved In
200 DxIBes ol DUWIOE ¢o®@wesd o
eYENEHTID @O WEH el am Sdies

AMIBBEHSGSL  LUIB@E — HEmTewImgsHeT LD
gflwgeflenw SHFHGWD (HEIHTEIOHSH6N
GLremiufeir BHeWILT, OCaBeISTILT ‘Tl SBHIS
O&BTBSHHEU]T LOFEWILD

Uslemeuuied @eiipl  (PHeL  HTeveusdFWIBMm 6ol
QL)

mBLBLTL MBLLT SHTNF (GBS L THISLILT!

B 5aTed undler0B 6. .. Laill L BH(HHST60
FrFeamguiled FHobHw g4 Hep!

QLedLT LGHHeied 5HCHET 61BHE HeL: U1
GW SIMWLIL... GeguieuelsT

@ Gy guled: umpbuflw &SULBISeT SHaily LB
SLIQL RIS BN9HSI HEIT6IM6VTLD

2 B HMHHG Deaujsrear anGrm- Gsmedey

By 8RB ewIen ©» OB 0 Bemsiem
Co®s o ©d3d wowCuws ©sIgeInl o
DOMD OIS e»edd dwi T D YYewO-
= B0 0BT S0 BT ©&Fe Do
DODT I8 Ded® G webvws AOBo
® B0 88 abm owidd & edpoo
eulln Bgesm GLeRIVGC DIDVZND @Y RO
S8

a¢ Coaned a8 om Wom Eder ©» VWe®
Sedmos w8 ¢eS @8 vxien emewsi BECE

anS@ITEEHemeT BBEBHD MEUBHGD FHSHTEID
Tdgreurs MU FTHEmS Wawihs FoHwLiiflui:
ungismiy Gsmfl sy manGHTIL 1960 g
BTUISGLY HOWewr: Gomg g 6UpHS!

Blogend eleTallell SHTHevelT FHTHEG BT &6 Gum-
60610 HTeL6L!

BewsiB @ Owmhl Gummese SO Beld Hw-
mme Geuewi(Bd: FLomest

Usmy: g o eue] FTIN L GOHDSHHT Led -
Cupse Haily

mBLGLTL MBLLT HTHF (MBS L MHRISLILIT!

B HHTeS UTFero(H6NT. . Lall Ly  &mhdHSHTe0

57



Website

A live website was developed
where users can type anything
they want using the typeface, and
download it as a image, or share
it on facebook. And the user
generated images are displayed in
a single web page as a gallery.

Additionally the website contains
a readability test, a discussion
forum and a blog with the process
of the development. This will

lead a discussion on the project
and it will bring it from the
academic project level to a
public accessible toolkit oftype.

The site is live at following URL
http://la-ulu.com/afewotherkinds/

This project is based mainly

on a concept in order to prove
that the intended purpose can

be fulfilled. It is a design
assignment that can however, work
as a very much usable typeface
for industry use as well.

http://la-ulu.com/afewotherkinds/
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